lo     THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

along with the foundations of the Christian Faith,
he so plainly taught the then less familiar truths
of progressive revelation, both of God and of Nature,
and of progressive morality and knowledge, that the
doubts and difficulties which then, at the Universities
and elsewhere, were sweeping young men off their
feet, were to his old pupils as to himself no difficulties
at all. Clifton boys, I was then told, had little to
unlearn. They had a firm grasp of familiar principles,
in presence of which many difficulties could not even
be stated. When I was appointed in 1879 to succeed
him here, a well-known head of a college in Oxford
told me how Cliftonians there seemed to retain and
widen their faith, while many others who came up
were, as he expressed it, ' scattered like a covey of
last year's partridges.' Dr. Percival rarely spoke
at school dogmatically of the great doctrines of our
faith as formulated in past ages by the Church ; and
his reticence was sometimes commented on unfavour-
ably. But he was wiser than his critics. l Men
reason, on the Cross of Christ,' he said, * as they
stand afar off, and feel none of its power : but not so
when they come close and stand before it; not so
when they listen to the witness of the heart, and kneel
at the foot of the Cross, and feel its very presence.'
And somehow his deep sincerity brought his young
hearers, even the seemingly careless, into that
presence."

Would that such winning grace might be the
cherished and used possession of each of us ; for
these words certainly shew us something of the right
way of dealing with older pupils. But what of the
younger ones, even of our nursery schools, and by